254        BRIEF INQUIRY INTO THE    £cH. VT.
all the object of their study, we should expect, of
course, to find them extremely unacquainted with
its tenets. Those doctrines and principles indeed,
which it contains in common with the law of the
land, or which are sanctioned by the general standard
of morals formerly described, being brought into
continual notice and mention by the common occur-
rences of life, might continue to be recognised. But
whatever she contains peculiar to herself,
Causes from an(j which should not be habitually brought
peculiarities mto recollection by the incidents of every
of Chrlsti- day, might be expected to be less and less
antty slide thought of, till at length it should be almost
"*>**""' wholly forgotten. Still more might this
be naturally expected to become the case, if the
peculiarities in question should be, from their very
nature, at war with pride and luxury and worldly-
mindedness, the too general concomitants of rapidly
increasing wealth: and this would be the more likely
to happen (particularly among the laity) if the cir-
cumstance of their having been at any time abused
to purposes of hypocrisy or fanaticism, should have
prompted even some of the better disposed of the
clergy (perhaps from well intentioned, though erro-
neous motives) to bring them forward less frequently
in their discourses on religion.
When so many should thus have been straying
out of the right path, some bold reformer might,
from time to time, be likely to arise, who should not
unjustly charge them with their deviation; but,
though right perhaps in the main, yet deviating
himself also in an opposite direction, and creating
disgust by his violence, or vulgarity, or absurdities,
he might fail, except in a few instances, to produce
the effect of recalling them from their wanderings.
Still, however, the Divine Original of Christi-
anity would not be professedly disavowed; but,

